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A SIGNALING QUALITY OF SERVICE CLASS FOR USE IN 
MULTIMEDIA COMMUNICATATIONS 
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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to Internet Protocol (IP) 
networks, and more specifically, to establishing Quality of Service (QoS) for a 
10 signaling bearer used to establish a multimedia session across an IP access network. 
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BACKGROUND 

IP networks were originally designed to carry "best effort" traffic 
where the network makes a "best attempt" to deliver a user packet, but does not 
guarantee that a user packet will arrive at the destination. Because of the market 
15 success of IP networks, there is a clear requirement for mechanisms that allow IP 
networks to support various types o( applications. Sonic ol these applications have 
Quality of Service (QoS) requirements other than "best effort" service. Examples of 
such applications include various real time applications (IP Telephony, video 
conferencing), streaming services (audio or video), or high quality data services 

20 (browsing with bounded download delays). Recognizing these QoS requirements, 
the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), which is the main standards body for IP 
networking, standardized a set ol protocols and mechanisms that enable IP network 

operators to build QoS-enabled IP networks. 



